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Kaestle, Pillars of the Republic, chapters 1-3
Kaestle, “Tables 1-9”
Lima Documents I and II

MacDonald, Latino Education, chap. 2
In the first three chapters of Pillars of the Republic, Carl Kaestle focuses on describing the conditions of education in Anglo-America before common school reform, i.e. at the end of the 18th and the beginning of the 19th centuries.  We could say that in that period there were two main cultures of schooling: one urban and one rural.  Kaestle divides his account between those two contexts.  One good question is how those cultures compared.  A second question is how the norms of schooling in Anglo-America and Spanish-America compared.   For a description of the latter, we read chapter 2 from Victoria-Maria MacDonald's, Latino Education in the United States. 
To get a concrete sense of these comparisons, we will also examine some primary evidence from these different contexts.  To develop his account of urban schooling, Kaestle drew on an earlier study he did of education in New York City, in the 1790s, when no state laws or government provisions for state support of common schooling yet existed.  (Some state support did exist for colleges and academies.)  From his research, Kaestle concluded that "independent pay schools" were the common schools of the city in the 1790s.  In what sense was this true?  The evidence on which Kaestle's conclusion was based is summarized in Tables 1-9 from his article, "Common Schools Before the 'Common School Revival.'"  Although you will no doubt find some of the information in the table puzzling, see if you can figure out what Kaestle saw in the evidence.
Also assigned for this week are two sets of documents from a rural town in New York state from the turn of the 19th century.  The town of Lima, New York was organized in the 1790s.  The assigned documents all come from the early history of education in that town, but from slightly different times and sources (the town’s name changed from “Charleston” to “Lima” in 1808).  Your task is to read the documents and identify what you think is interesting or noteworthy in them.  Again, some of the information in the documents may seem puzzling, but see what you can figure out. What do they tell you about early education in this town?  
Once we've considered evidence from the Anglo context, we can make comparisons with Spanish America.  For example, compare evidence from the town of Lima with document 2.4, "Petition Written in Spanish and English to Raise Money for a School and Church in Nacogdoches, Texas, 1831." What are some commonalities and differences?
